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Abstract

Within the labyrinthine corridors of contemporary fiction, Amitav Ghosh's The Calcutta Chromosome and
Stephen King's The Shining stand as a testament to the genre-blending potential of horror and science
fiction. Despite their seemingly disparate narratives, both novels grapple with the monstrous not through
spectral apparitions, but through the insidious workings of human nature and the lingering shadows of
historical trauma. In The Calcutta Chromosome Ghosh weaves a tapestry of historical trauma and political
allegory, where the monstrous manifests in the lingering specters of colonialism and political violence. King
in The Shining, on the other hand, speaks about Jack Torrance's descent into madness and exposes the
monstrous potential within seemingly ordinary individuals, a chilling exploration of the psyche's abyss. This
shared thematic core transcends genre boundaries, forging a bridge between the psychological chills of
horror and the unsettling realities of science fiction. However, their narrative approaches diverge
dramatically. Ghosh, in fact, shatters linearity, employing a fragmented, multi-temporal narrative infused
with magical realism. Whereas King's The Shining adheres to a classic horror structure, employing
suspenseful pacing, Gothic tropes, and archetypal characters to evoke claustrophobic dread. This narrative
divergence reflects their distinct artistic visions; Ghosh’s sprawling critique of socio-historical forces versus
King's focused exploration of the individual psyche. One can gain a deeper appreciation for the genre-
blending potential of contemporary fiction by examining these contrasting approaches. Horror and science
fiction, often perceived as distinct, can be potent tools for exploring the monstrous, both within and beyond
the individual comprehension. Ghosh and King, through their masterful manipulations of genre
conventions, offer unique perspectives on the enduring power of these genres to unsettle, challenge, and
illuminate the darkest regions of the human experience.
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Introduction

Haunted Houses and Monstrous Humanity

In the vibrant cacophony of contemporary literature, two distinct voices stand out: Amitav Ghosh
and Stephen King. Their genre-blending tapestries, meticulously woven with threads of horror
and science fiction, illuminate the hidden complexities of the human spirit, unveiling profound
truths in the process. Amitav Ghosh, a renowned Indian author, ventures into the rich tapestry in
contemporary literature and delves into the lingering shadows of history and the monstrous forces
that haunt not only physical spaces but also collective memory. Stephen King, a maestro of
American horror fiction, plunges into the darkest corners of the human psyche, unearthing the
monstrous potential that resides within seemingly ordinary individuals. While their literary
backgrounds and artistic approaches differ significantly, both Ghosh and King, through their
novels The Calcutta Chromosome and The Shining respectively, grapple with a shared thematic
core: the exploration of monstrosity beyond the realm of the spectral, delving into the spine-
tingling realities of human nature and the enduring impact of historical trauma. Amitav Ghosh,
with his background in anthropology and history, infuses his writing with a profound awareness
of the socio-political forces that shape our world. As literary critic Meenakshi Mukherjee asserts,
"Ghosh’s fiction is deeply concerned with the ways in which history shapes individual lives and
collective destinies” (Mukherjee, 2002).

This awareness manifests in The Calcutta Chromosome where he transcends the boundaries of
conventional horror, weaving a multi-layered narrative that interweaves historical facts, scientific
speculation, and magical realism. This unique blend allows him to explore the monstrous not just
through terrifying apparitions, but through the insidious workings of colonialism, political
violence, and the lingering specters of the past. Stephen King, on the other hand, draws upon his
mastery of the horror genre to craft petrifying narratives. In 7he Shining, he utilizes classic horror
tropes, suspenseful pacing, and archetypal characters to create an atmosphere of claustrophobic
dread. As Stephen Graham Jones notes, “King’s horror is not about the monstrous, but about the
potential for monstrosity within the seemingly ordinary” (Jones, 1990). His focus lies not on
external threats, but on the monstrous potential that resides within the individual, as he
meticulously dissects the descent of Jack Torrance into madness, exposing the darkness that can
lurk beneath the surface of seemingly ordinary lives. Despite their contrasting approaches, both
Ghosh and King converge on a shared thematic core, exploring the monstrous not as a
supernatural entity but as a manifestation of human nature and its capacity for both immense
cruelty and profound suffering. While Ghosh employs a fragmented, multi-temporal structure
infused with magical realism and King adheres to a classic horror format, these contrasting styles
ultimately enrich our understanding of the genre-blending potential within contemporary fiction.
By examining these contrasting approaches, we gain a deeper appreciation for the power of horror
and science fiction to not only terrify but also to illuminate the darkest aspects of human
experience. This exploration will delve into the distinct narrative approaches of 7he Calcutta
Chromosome and The Shining, highlighting how they reflect the authors’ unique literary
backgrounds and artistic visions. By dissecting the monstrous manifestations within each novel,
we will gain a deeper understanding of the enduring power of these genres to unsettle, challenge,
and illuminate the complexities of the human condition.
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Review of Literature

Previous research has explored the evolving landscape of contemporary fiction, emphasizing the
fluid boundaries between genres. Scholars such as Brian McHale (1992) and David Mitchell (2004)
have discussed the concept of genre-blending, highlighting its potential to create innovative
narratives that transcend traditional categorizations. However, the specific intersection of horror
and science fiction in contemporary literature, as exemplified by Ghosh's The Calcutta
Chromosome and King's The Shining, remains a relatively uncharted territory. Studies on the
intersections of horror and science fiction have primarily focused on cinematic and television
genres. Notable works by David J. Skal (1993) and Isabel Pinedo (1997) have delved into the
relationships between horror and science fiction in film. However, there is a gap in literature-
focused analyses that explore how these genres, often perceived as distinct, can be masterfully
interwoven in novels to provide unique insights into the human experience. Research on historical
trauma in literature often concentrates on postcolonial narratives or specific historical events.
Scholars like Dominick LaCapra (2001) and Anne Whitehead (2015) have explored the
representation of trauma in literature. However, the specific lens through which historical trauma
is woven into the fabric of contemporary horror and science fiction, as seen in Ghosh's T7he
Calcutta Chromosome, merits further examination. Studies on magical realism, a prominent
feature in Ghosh’'s work, have been conducted by critics such as Wendy B. Faris (2004) and Luis
Leal (1995). However, there is a need for research that specifically addresses how magical realism
is utilized in genre-blending, creating a narrative that transcends linear storytelling and enhances
the exploration of historical trauma and socio-political allegory. The application of classic horror
structures in contemporary fiction, as exemplified by King's 7he Shining, has been explored by
critics like Noel Carroll (1990) and Linda Badley (1995).

Research Gap

The existing body of literature offers valuable insights into genre-blending, historical trauma,
magical realism, and classic horror structures individually. However, there is a noticeable gap in
research that specifically addresses the convergence of horror and science fiction in contemporary
novels, such as Ghosh's The Calcutta Chromosome and King's The Shining. The unique narrative
approaches employed by Ghosh and King have not been thoroughly examined in conjunction,
leaving a void in understanding how these approaches contribute to the genre-blending potential
of contemporary fiction. This paper aims to fill this gap by providing a comprehensive analysis of
Ghosh and King's works, elucidating how their distinct narrative strategies contribute to the shared
thematic core of horror and science fiction. Aiming to bridge a critical gap, this study explores the
potent mix of horror and science fiction, offering novel insights into how these seemingly
disparate genres can converge to examine the monstrous within us.

Methodology of the Paper

This paper follows literary analysis methodology and relies on genre theory to dissect horror-sci-
fi genre-bending in Ghosh's Calcutta Chromosome and King's The Shining. Close readings and
textual analysis unearth how each writer employs genre elements for exploring thematic aspects.
Genre theory deconstructs their manipulations of conventions. Comparative analysis reveals
contrasting narrative approaches despite shared thematic concerns. Historical context sheds light
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on real-world influences, and interdisciplinary perspectives explore the enhanced capacity to
tackle complex themes. This five-pronged approach aims at arriving at a comprehensive analysis
of genre-blending’s potential in contemporary fiction.

Monstrous Shadows of History: The Calcutta Chromosome

In The Calcutta Chromosome, the monstrous extends far beyond the realm of the spectral. Ghosh
masterfully weaves historical trauma and colonialism into the very fabric of the narrative,
transforming them into potent and chilling entities that haunt not only physical spaces but also
the collective memory. This approach allows him to critique socio-historical forces and push the
boundaries of horror fiction in compelling ways. Ghosh doesn’t shy away from depicting the
enduring impact of historical atrocities. As literary critic Gareth Griffiths notes, “The novel explores
the enduring legacies of colonialism and violence, arguing that these traumas continue to
reverberate in the present” (Griffiths 2014). For instance, the character of Antar, haunted by the
memories of the Sepoy Mutiny, embodies the lingering effects of colonial violence. His
fragmented memories and unsettling dreams serve as constant reminders of the past's monstrous
grip on the present. Ghosh's portrayal resonates with Cathy Caruth’s notion of “unclaimed
experience,” where traumatic events continue to exert their influence even when they remain
unacknowledged or unspoken (Caruth, 1996). Ghosh doesn’t simply depict colonialism as a
historical event; he personifies it as a monstrous system that continues to inflict harm. As
Meenakshi Mukherjee observes, “The novel exposes the monstrous logic of colonialism, revealing
its dehumanizing effects and its persistent hold on the postcolonial world” (Mukherjee, 2002).
The character of David Livingstone, with his colonial ambitions and disregard for local knowledge,
embodies this monstrous logic. His scientific endeavors, fueled by imperialist agendas, are
presented as a form of violence against both individuals and the environment. This aligns with
Ashish Nandy's argument that the colonial project itself was inherently monstrous, perpetuating
structures of domination and exploitation (Nandy, 1978). Ghosh's fragmented, multi-temporal
narrative further serves to highlight the lingering effects of historical trauma and colonialism. The
non-linear structure reflects the way the past intrudes upon the present, disrupting temporal
boundaries and creating a sense of unease. As Gareth Griffiths states, “The fragmented narrative
mirrors the fractured consciousness of individuals and societies grappling with the legacies of
trauma” (Griffiths, 2014).

Additionally, the incorporation of magical realism allows Ghosh to blur the lines between reality
and imagination, suggesting that the monstrous extends beyond the physical realm and into the
realm of the subconscious and collective memory. This aligns with Wendy Faris’s observation that
magical realism serves to “illuminate the historical and political realities that lie beneath the
surface of everyday life” (Faris, 2004). By focusing on historical trauma and colonialism as
monstrous entities, Ghosh expands the boundaries of horror fiction. His approach transcends the
typical focus on supernatural threats and delves into the real-world horrors inflicted by human
actions and systemic forces. As Nicholas Royle argues, “The monstrous in contemporary fiction is
often less about the external threat of the ‘other’ and more about the internal darkness within the
self and within society” (Royle, 2003).

Ghosh's novel exemplifies this shift, using horror not only to frighten but also to illuminate the
dark truths about our past and present. The Calcutta Chromosome challenges the traditional
boundaries of horror fiction by utilizing historical trauma and colonialism as its central monstrous
entities. The fragmented narrative, magical realism, and focus on collective memory further
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enhance the chilling portrayal of these enduring legacies. By confronting the monstrous shadows
of history, Ghosh offers a potent critique of socio-historical forces and underscores the need for
collective engagement with the past’s lingering impacts.

The Monstrosity Within The Shining

The Shining, the horror transcends the external and delves into the terrifying depths of the human
psyche. King masterfully explores the monstrous potential that resides within seemingly ordinary
individuals, with Jack Torrance's descent into madness serving as the ineffable focal point.
Through classic horror tropes, suspenseful pacing, and archetypal characters, King constructs an
atmosphere of claustrophobic dread, offering a profound psychological exploration of the
darkness that can lurk within us all. Jack Torrance, the struggling writer and recovering alcoholic,
embodies the monstrous potential within the seemingly ordinary. As Tony Magistrale observes,
“Jack’s descent into madness is a chilling reminder of the fragile nature of sanity and the potential
for evil that resides within all of us” (Magistrale, 2005). His internal struggles, fueled by isolation,
writer's block, and personal demons, gradually transform him into a monstrous figure, driven by
violent impulses and a thirst for power. This aligns with Rosemary Jackson’s argument that
monstrous horror often serves as a "disturbing mirror to the human” (Jackson, 2007), reflecting
our own hidden desires and fears. King masterfully utilizes the classic horror structure to heighten
the eerie atmosphere. The isolated setting of the Overlook Hotel, with its dark history and
supernatural occurrences, creates a sense of unease from the outset. As Nicholas Royle notes,
“The haunted house is a familiar trope in horror fiction, but it also functions as a metaphor for the
haunted psyche” (Royle, 2003).

The gradual escalation of suspense, with Jack’s sanity progressively crumbling and his violent
tendencies escalating, keeps the reader on edge, anticipating the inevitable horrific climax. Gothic
tropes further contribute to the aghast atmosphere. The decaying grandeur of the Overlook Hotel,
the ominous snowy landscape, and the presence of ghosts and doppelgangers all evoke a sense
of dread and unease. These elements resonate with Robert M. Kiely's observation that Gothic
fiction “explores the dark side of human nature and the potential for evil within us” (Kiely, 1962).
Additionally, King employs archetypal characters, such as the innocent Danny Torrance
representing childhood vulnerability and the monstrous Jack representing the potential for evil,
to further amplify the psychological impact of the narrative. Through Jack’s descent into madness,
King offers a profound exploration of the darkness within the human psyche. He delves into
themes of addiction, isolation, and the fragility of sanity, revealing how seemingly ordinary
individuals can be susceptible to monstrous transformations under the right circumstances. As
Robin Wood argues, “Horror films can function as a kind of dream analysis, allowing us to explore
the dark recesses of our own minds in a safe and controlled environment” (Wood, 2003).

By confronting the monstrous within Jack, King invites the reader to confront their own potential
for darkness, making the horror all the more unsettling and thought-provoking. 7he Shining,
delves beyond the realm of the supernatural to explore the monstrous potential within the human
psyche. Through Jack Torrance's spectral descent into madness, he utilizes classic horror elements,
suspense, and archetypes to create a claustrophobic atmosphere that serves as a psychological
exploration of the darkness within us all. This exploration of the monstrous within transcends the
boundaries of genre, offering a profound commentary on the human condition and leaving a
lasting impact on the reader.



JSAE 1:2 2024 | Page 6 of 10

Aesthetic Choices and Artistic Visions

Ghosh employs a sprawling narrative tapestry in The Calcutta Chromosome, weaving together
historical fiction, science fiction, and magical realism. This intricate blend transcends traditional
boundaries, creating a complex exploration of socio-historical forces. The narrative spans diverse
settings and time periods, from the colonial past “a shadow that we drag behind us,” (Ghosh,
2006, p.12) to a dystopian future, highlighting the enduring impact of historical trauma. This
technique allows Ghosh to delve into the nuances of colonialism, as exemplified by the character
of David Livingstone, who reflects, “The history of this place is written in the very air we breathe”
(Ghosh, 2006, p.123). Ghosh’s use of multiple perspectives and timelines challenges readers to
confront the interconnectedness of past and present, as Uma’s prophetic visions blur the lines
between reality and imagination, suggesting the monstrous is deeply embedded within the
collective consciousness. By choosing this expansive approach, Ghosh transforms the novel into a
critique of not only individual actions but also the larger forces that shape societies and leave
lasting imprints on the collective consciousness.

In contrast, King adopts a focused and claustrophobic approach in 7he Shining. King's narrative
revolves around the individual psyche, particularly Jack Torrance’s descent into madness within
the confined space of the Overlook Hotel. The setting itself, isolated and remote, amplifies the
sense of entrapment, mirroring Jack’s internal struggle. King strategically employs classic horror
elements, such as the spectral twins and the hedge maze, to intensify the exploration of the human
psyche. His deliberate use of suspenseful pacing, Gothic tropes, and archetypal characters like
Jack, the struggling writer battling his demons, heightens the sense of confinement, trapping both
characters and readers within the labyrinth of the mind. Jack’s internal monologue, riddled with
self-doubt and fear, exposes the cracks in his sanity: “He wasn’t sure what was real anymore, what
was memory and what was creeping, insidious madness” (King, 1977, p.124).

By narrowing the focus to the individual psyche, King's aesthetic choices emphasize the internal
struggles that contribute to the monstrous. This exploration transcends typical supernatural chills,
instead showcasing the power of horror in dissecting the intricate and often terrifying complexities
of the human mind. Through their contrasting narrative approaches, both Ghosh and King offer
unique and thought-provoking explorations of the monstrous. Ghosh'’s sprawling canvas critiques
the lingering effects of historical forces, while King's claustrophobic lens delves into the dark
corners of the individual psyche. Ultimately, both novels demonstrate the versatility of horror
fiction, showcasing its ability to explore not only the supernatural but also the complexities of the
human condition and the enduring legacies of the past.

Characterization in The Calcutta Chromosome and The Shining

The Calcutta Chromosome and The Shining delve into distinct thematic territories, their
captivating characters navigate the intricate realms of horror and genre-blending, inviting readers
to engage with the complexities of human nature and the monstrous potential that lurks within.
Driven by an insatiable hunger for knowledge, L. Murugan, the enigmatic historian in 7he Calcutta
Chromosome, embarks on a quest that shatters the boundaries of traditional investigation. He
embodies the reader’'s own journey, grappling with the fragmented narrative and blurred lines
between reality and the fantastical. As he delves deeper into the mystery, Murugan acknowledges,
"The past doesn't bury itself; it isn't forgotten. Because the past is us. It's what defines us. It's what
shapes our present, and our future” (Ghosh, 2006, p.21).
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This quote emphasizes Murugan's role as a conduit for understanding not only the enduring
impact of history but also its active influence on the present and future. Through Antar's
experiences, Ghosh exposes the lingering scars of colonialism and the burden of historical trauma.
His character serves as a poignant reminder of individuals forever entangled with the past, their
present haunted by echoes of exploitation and injustice. As Antar reflects, “We are all products of
history, in ways we don't even understand” (Ghosh, 2006, p.184), his story becomes a lens through
which readers confront the enduring consequences of historical forces. Emily Lethbridge's
presence transcends the confines of a single historical period, embodying the multi-temporal
nature of the narrative. Her interactions with Antar blur the lines between past and present,
highlighting the interconnectedness of individuals across different timelines. As she declares,
“Time is not a river, it is an ocean. And we are all swimming in it” (Ghosh, 2006, p.321), Emily
underscores the cyclical nature of history and the echoes that resonate across generations.

Jack Torrance's descent into madness forms the chilling core of 7he Shining. King masterfully
dissects the vulnerabilities of the human mind, revealing the fragility of sanity under the influence
of personal demons, addiction, and external malevolent forces. As Jack succumbs to the
Overlook’s influence, his internal monologue exposes the darkness within: “"He saw the way things
would go, saw himself doing things...things so ugly they would make him vomit” (King, 1977,
p.157).

Jack’s transformation serves as a cautionary tale, highlighting the potential for monstrosity within
even the most ordinary individuals. Danny Torrance, with his psychic abilities known as “the
shining,” grants him access to a realm beyond the physical world. He embodies the vulnerability
and resilience of childhood, navigating not only the external horrors of the Overlook but also the
internal struggle to control his extraordinary gifts. As Danny faces the malevolent forces, his
innocence and determination shine through: “He wasn't going to let them hurt his mommy. He
wasn't going to let them hurt him” (King, 1977, p.267). Danny's character adds depth and
complexity to the narrative, showcasing the strength of the human spirit even amidst
unimaginable challenges. Wendy Torrance’s character serves as a crucial anchor amidst the
escalating supernatural terror. Her unwavering love and determination to protect her son provide
a humanizing element to the story. As she faces the threats posed by the Overlook and Jack's
descent, Wendy's courage and resourcefulness become a beacon of hope: “She wasn’t going to
let them win. Not her son” (King, 1977, p.304). Through Wendy, King explores the strength of
maternal instincts and the power of love in the face of adversity. By delving into the complexities
of their characters, both Ghosh and King offer profound insights into the human condition and its
relationship with the monstrous. Through their narratives, readers are invited to confront the
enduring impact of history, the depths of the human psyche, and the potential for both darkness
and resilience that reside within us all.

Conclusion

Unveiling the Monstrous Elements in the Borderlands of Genre

Both 7he Calcutta Chromosome and Stephen King's The Shining venture beyond the typical
boundaries of horror and science fiction, weaving intricate narratives that unveil the monstrous in
its multifaceted forms. While Ghosh employs a sprawling tapestry of historical fiction, science
fiction, and magical realism, King crafts a claustrophobic exploration of the individual psyche.
Despite their contrasting approaches, both novels reveal the power of genre-blending to
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illuminate the darkest corners of the human experience and the chilling realities that lurk within.
In The Calcutta Chromosome, Ghosh transcends the realm of supernatural chills, instead focusing
on the lingering scars of historical trauma as the true monstrous entity. The fragmented narrative,
echoing the fractured consciousness of individuals and societies grappling with the past, compels
readers to confront the enduring impact of colonialism. As Murugan delves into the mystery
surrounding Antar's disappearance, Ghosh masterfully utilizes science fiction elements like genetic
manipulation and alternate timelines to depict the haunting legacy of historical forces. This
approach resonates with Mukherjee’s observation that the novel “. . . exposes the monstrous logic
of colonialism, revealing its dehumanizing effects and its persistent hold on the postcolonial
world” (Mukherjee, 2002).

By blurring the lines between past and present, Ghosh highlights the monstrous potential
embedded within seemingly ordinary historical forces, urging readers to acknowledge the
ongoing influence of the past on the present and future. In contrast, King's 7he Shining dives deep
into the monstrous potential residing within the individual psyche. Confined within the isolated
Overlook Hotel, Jack Torrance's descent into madness becomes a foreboding exploration of the
human capacity for evil. King masterfully deploys classic horror elements like spectral twins and
the hedge maze to amplify the claustrophobic atmosphere, mirroring Jack’s internal struggle
against his demons. As Magistrale notes, “King sees horror films as modern-day morality tales”
(Magistrale, 2005), using the genre to delve into the darkness within seemingly ordinary
individuals. Jack’s transformation, fueled by addiction, personal demons, and the malevolent
forces of the Overlook, serves as a stark reminder of the fragility of sanity and the monstrous
potential that lurks within us all. This exploration resonates with King's own statement: “I believe
the monsters are real... and I believe they are us” (King, qtd. in Magistrale 183). By analyzing these
contrasting approaches, we gain a deeper appreciation for the versatility of horror and science
fiction. Their ability to transcend the boundaries of the "monstrous” beyond typical supernatural
tropes allows for profound explorations of historical trauma, the complexities of the human
psyche, and the darkness that resides within seemingly ordinary individuals and societies.
Moreover, their contrasting narrative choices highlight the value of genre-blending in enriching
storytelling. Ghosh's expansive tapestry allows for a multifaceted exploration of historical trauma,
while King's claustrophobic focus intensifies the psychological horror. Each approach illuminates
different aspects of the monstrous, showcasing the genre’s potential to unsettle and challenge
readers in unique ways.

Contribution of the Paper

The paper highlights both Amitav Ghosh's 7The Calcutta Chromosome and Stephen King's 7he
Shining. transcend traditional genre boundaries to explore themes of historical trauma, human
nature, and monstrousness. The analysis underscores the diverse narrative approaches employed
by Ghosh and King, shedding light on their distinct artistic visions and storytelling techniques. By
juxtaposing these works, the paper offers insights into the complexities of contemporary fiction
and the enduring power of horror and science fiction to unsettle and illuminate the human
experience. Ultimately, it emphasizes the importance of examining narrative convergence and
divergence in understanding the rich tapestry of contemporary literature.
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Future Research

Future research could delve deeper into the cultural and sociopolitical contexts that inform both
novels. Examining the historical backdrop of colonialism in Ghosh’'s work and the anxieties of
American society reflected in King's could offer richer interpretations. Additionally, exploring the
evolving nature of genre and its potential for social commentary in contemporary fiction would
provide valuable insights. Finally, investigating reader reception and the impact of these narratives
on audiences could offer a further understanding of the power and influence of genre-blending
horror and science fiction. By pursuing these avenues, we can continue to appreciate the
multifaceted ways these novels challenge us to confront the monstrous within and beyond
ourselves.
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